














NUMBER LXXXVIIL. 
By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 











To be continued every THURSDAY. 





TuursbDay, September the sth, 1754. 





Jo Mr. Fitrz-Apvam. 


ROM a full conviction that your 
ears are always open to the afflicted, 


my diftrefs, which is left to your 
difcretion whether or no it be de- 





ferving of public commiferation, 
Previous, however, to what relates immediately to my- 
felf, be fo kind as to indulge an elderly man, whofe in- 
firmity it is to be talkative, and who delights in a long 
train of animadverfions upon every interefting occurrence. 

Ar the creation of your WorLp your modefty fug- 
gefted that the advantages accruing from it might enable 
you in due time to keep a one-horfe chair, and that as 
foon as you were in poffeffion of this vehicle, you would 
invite the reader to a feat in it, and occafionally make 
the tour of the adjacent villages. But whether you are 
enabled to fet up this equipage or not, I would advife 


you, 
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you, at this feafon of the year, to withdraw your lauda- 
ble purpofe of reforming vice triumphant in town, and 
to let your endeavours be directed to confirm virtue mi- 
litant in the country. Drinking, gaming, atheifm, and 
the minor vices, which from time immemorial have 
more or lefs {warmed in our capital, have been combated 
by the moft eminent divines, moralifts and poets, and 
all to no purpofe. For my own part, I cannot help 
looking upon almoft every fpecies of diffolutenefs as a 
kind of plague; and if I was worthy of advifing the 
legiflature, I fhould propofe that a line of circumvalla- 
tion” might be made at the diftance of five miles all 
round the town, and a guard appointed to prohibit all 
perfons, betraying the leaft fymiptom of any of thefe e- 
pidemical difeafes, from pafling the line. Provided al- 
ways, that in cafe a radical cure fhall be effected on a 
patient or patients, he, fhe, or they, on a proper certi- 
ficate declaring them free from all infection, may be 
privileged to quit thofe noifome quarters, and retire into 
the country. Ican think of no other method by which 
the miiferable objects that range under the feveral de- 
nominations of gamefters, fwearers, liars, drunkards, 
coxcombs, fafhion-mongers, &c. in either fex, may be 
excluded all communion with thofe who are untainted. 

A CONSIDERATE perfon cannot pafs a coxcomb in his 
walks, without being fenfibly hurt at the refletion that 
fiich a calamity is incident to human nature. Thefe 
deplorable creatures are incapacitated from concealing 
their complaint : a primary fymptom is a total fuppref- 
fion of every reafonable thought ; after which, there can 
be no wonder, if, when they are become fools, they 
put on the habit of their order, and continue to fatigue 
the invention of their tradefmen, with a view to beguile 
the tedioufnefs of time. 


WHAT, 
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Wuat, Mr. Fitz-Adam, fhall-we fay’to théfépeie ” 
fons, who will fubje@ themfelves to‘infeétion bya cota ” 
munication with fuch wretches? P é6u!d as foot pay a 
vifit to a man born deaf and dumb, for the fake of‘con- 
verfation, as deceive myfelf with thé idea of imptove- 
ment with one of thiefe’ coxcombs.’ “The notoriety of 
the fymptoms’ attending thi$ difeafe, “makes it needles 
to recite them all; a‘vaft pomp: of drefs, an ‘habitual 
contraction of the muftlés'to a etin, with a continual 
incoherent kintd of prattle, are fo rfiany’ characteriftics of 
their diftemper. And, 1 fear, the validity of ‘our plea 
would be rejected, fhould we urgé that we fellinad- 
vertently ifito. their company; finée they generally éarty 
their heads; like thofe of pofts on a foot-path, fuftici- 
ently whitened, to deter even the moft heedlefs from 
ftumbling on them in the dark. 

Amonc‘the feveral peftilences. which conftitute the 
general plague, no one is of equal fatality with that of 
FASHIONS Thofe who are feized with this phreafy,. as 
they are the moft numerous, fo:are’ they the moft rxtra- 
vaganit ii their actions. The females difcover their be- 
ing tainted, ‘by every gefticulation of a.\Cousin Berry, 
They wear:no cap, and only fubftitute in it’s tddm a 
variety of trumpery ribbands, tied up with no other pro- 
priety than the prefent fit:fhall happen to dired, Let 
your eyé trdvel over the whole petfon,.and by the difpo- 
fition of the drefs, you will’no longer. hefitate if the ima, 
gination is difturbed. »;Bywhat means, Mt. Fitz-Adam, 
except by the effects, thall we detetmine the mens: fana ? 
And what judgment ought we to pafs upon thofe, crowds 
of females, .who are every day:tottering along the public 
walks upon: peg-hecls,?, Nothing, furély, can be, more 
repugnapt}to common fenfe, than this contrivance ,in the 
- ladies’ to, weaken’ their fupport, ,who shad befgre too 


great 
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great an aptitude to fall. If there can be any reafon af- 
figned for fo ftrange a condudl, it muft be this, that they 
thought it neceffary to diminifh the bafe, after they had 
lightened the capital. 

Ir would be a downright arraignment of your faga- 
city to imagine that the malignant confequences annex- 
ed to this diftemper are unnoticed by you. An object 
whofe entire mafs of blood is corrupted by rasHron, 
becomes not unworthy the cognizance of the higher 
powers, as the moft prejudicial Being to a civil fociety. 
In order to think as I do, you need only to confider 
what are the evils confequential to rasuion. Are they 
not thofe of folly, pride, extravagance, gaming, and 
even difhonefty ? Perfons afflicted with this malady, are 
apt to imagine themfelves under no obligation to pay 
their juft debts; while thofe contraéted at a gaming- 
table are to be: difcharged with all the punctuality of 
honefty. 

Tuese reflections, Mr. Fitz~-Adam, are the refult of 
a heart-felt concern for the good of my country. The 
profperous growth of every kind of iniquity cannot fail, 
in the end, of endangering her political health. One 
fhould be apt to believe that our own foil was not preg- 
nant enough with vice, while we are dayly adopting 
every exotic folly. Our natural enemy, even antecedent 


to conqueft, is impofing upon us, not only her lan- 
guage, but her manners and her drefs. A fuperficial 
view of the hiftory of old Rome will prefent us with 


God forbid 





every fimilar circumftance of corruption 
a fimilar fate fhould overtake us! 
I nave hitherto fuppreffed an inclination to trouble 


you with my difapprobation of the times; and nothing 
lefs than an open violation of all the laws of decency, 
good fenfe, and duty, in my own family, could have 

prompted 
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prompted me to enlarge the lift of your correfpond- 
ents. I am now, fir, at my paternal eftate, where 
I conftantly refide, unlefs fome unavoidable occur- 
rence breaks in upon my retirement, and calls me to 
town. In the younger part of my days, by virtue of 
public employments, I was admitted to a pretty large 
commerce with mankind; but on my father’s deceafe 
fatiated with the pleafures of high life, I withdrew in 
my forty firft year to the place I now write from. I am 
confcious of no very material imprudence that I have 
been guilty of, except my marriage, which has fhaded 
my vifionary profpect of happinefs with the heavieft 
difquietude. ‘Two daughters only are the iffue of this 
marriage ; who, thanks to the tuition of their mother, 
are not wanting in any fingle accomplifhment of modifh 
education. They {peak French before they underftand 
Englifh, and play at cards for pounds, without know- 
ing the value of a fhilling; and, in a word, by a patri- 
cian difrelifh of oeconomy, fpeak themfelves the incon- 
tefted children of fir Pope Pedigree’s daughter. I for- 
bear to mention the manner in which (with their mo- 
ther’s connivance) they affect to expofe the obfcurity of 
my family ; becaufe I muft acknowledge it to have been 
deftitute of the honour of a dignified fpendthrift, or an 
illuftrious fuicide. 

Havinc lived fo long a voluntary exile from the beau 
mond, my maxims are exploded as quite obfolete. My 
wife and daughters are perpetually affuring me that I act 
in no refpect like any of my polite neighbours: I will 
not difpute that they have fome colour of truth for this 
affertion ; for you muft be fenfible, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that 
itisno eafy matter for a man in his grand climacteric to 
diveft himfelf of old accuftomed prejudices ; and though 
I profefs all imaginable deference to my great neighbours, 

they 
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they muft excufe the awkward particularity I have of 
paying my debts, and of obftinately perfevering in going 
now and then tochurch. Befides what I have mention- 
ed, I have the peculiar felicity of feeing, that nothing 
which either my anceftors or I have done, within or 
without doors, is in the leaft correfpondent with my fa- 
mily’s tafte. The garden isa devoted victim to their ca- 
price: laft fummer they erected in it a Chinefe temple, 
but it proved too cdld to be inhabited. In the winter, 
all my Chriftmas blocks went to the compofition of a 
hermitage, which is only tenanted by my girls, and the 
female hermits of tafte of their acquaintance. This 
fpring I narrowly efcaped the reputation of building a 
ruin in my park ; but luckily as my workmen were lop- 
ping fome of my trees, they opened, by mere accident, 
a profpect to my lord Kill-dollar’s houfe, the nobleft, 
perhaps, and moft natural ruin extant. 

Ir 1s impoffible for you to conceive the inftances I 
could enumerate ; but not to tire your patience by a long 
detail of grievances, I fhall clofe my letter with obferving 
that Ifee a fucceffion of them before me, while my 
wife is above polluting the blood of the Pedigrees, by 
admitting into her compofition the leaft tincture of affa- 
bility ; and while my daughters are in a fair way of dying 
unmarried, by their polite behaviour, and meretricious 
ftyle of drefs. If the reafonablenefs of my complaint 
fhould obtain the fan&ion of your approbation, and be 
countenanced in the Wor bp, it will in fome meafure 
alleviate the affliction of, 

SIR, 


Your conftant reader and admirer. 
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